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Meet Pastor Ken Colman on Sunday, May 1 
 

We welcome our new Interim Pastor, Rev. Ken Colman, to our  
pulpit on Sunday, May 1, 2022.  Ken and his wife Tracy are in town 
for a week in search of housing for their arrival in June. Due to the 
notice required by his current position in Alpine Community Church 
in Alpine, California, Ken will start his ministry with us on June 20, 
2022. We will have a coffee hour following worship this Sunday so 
that those present will have an opportunity to visit with Ken and 
Tracy and learn why the Search and Call Committee is unanimous 
in our selection of him as our Interim Pastor! 
 

Ken served as pastor of the United Christian Church in Renton, 
Washington from 1999-2017 so some of you may remember  
meeting him during that time. The United Christian Church is a 
combined Disciples of Christ and the United Church of Christ. He is 
very familiar with both denominations and is a fan of the Disciple 
tradition of communion every Sunday. This will be his first work as an Interim Pastor and complete 
the Interim Ministry training that is offered by the Disciples of Christ. 
 

Pastor Ken has a really interesting and varied background. His father was serving in the US State 
Department in Iran when Ken was born. He also spent part of his childhood in Afghanistan and was 
evacuated with his family from both places. Ken was 18 years old before he lived in the US so he 
definitely has a different perspective and can relate to people from a variety of backgrounds. 
 

Ken graduated from Pacific University in Forest Grove, Oregon. Following undergraduate school, he 
attended Andover Newton Theological School in Massachusetts graduating with a Master of Divinity.  
His continuing education included the Turner Lectures, the Pastoral Leadership Program at Seattle 
University and the Hope Leadership Academy 2014 in Indianapolis, through the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ), Center of Hope program. 

 

Ken has been involved in the communities wherever he has 
lived including being active in Alpine’s Kiwanis, serving in  
Renton on the City’s Committee on Domestic Violence and 
leading the Men’s March Against Domestic Violence in Renton 
River Days parade for 12 years. He also served as a Camp 
Counselor and Director for both United Church of Christ and 
Disciples of Christ camps at Gwinwood and Pilgrim Firs. Ken 
served as the Volunteer Chaplain at Valley Medical Center in 
Renton from 2000-2014. 
 

We are excited and look forward to Ken beginning his ministry 
here at First Christian of Bremerton! 



THE SONG WE SING by Rev. Dean Reeder  
 

Sandy Messick's Easter sermon struck a chord in me. Handel's unfinished music needed students 
to study and to finish Handel's music. This is how, in these last years I have viewed the Christian  
message to this world. It needs study; it needs application. The pen must be applied to the paper.  
Thus, it is with a Disciple; study and apply. Calvin Miller in THE SINGER writes “Before the song, all 

music came like muted empty octaves.” Christ is the song. It is the Christian who unmutes the octaves. 
 

Since Jesus the Christ rose from the grave and returned the Holy Spirit to us, we are the little Christs. We are the ones who are 
the chords. All of us who call ourselves Christians are to live what is written. At the baptism of Holy Spirit, we received the gift of 
God. Our study (with prayer and listening) makes us pitch perfect and open to hear the note God has given us. Freely we have 
received (life, work, home) we freely give our notes. 
 

I had a cousin who went to bars with her husband. They sat and listened to the honky-tonk music, and drank cokes, after many 
nights spent like this, someone would approach them and note “You never drink. Why do you come here?” Their answer “We 
are Christians, and we go to where Christ has sent us.” then they shared the good news about Jesus. Gradually over the years, 
they built a small Bible Study. They were a bit disappointed that all their effort showed little result--2 years and few people, 
came to hear their song.  
 

After months and years of 'ineffectiveness' they received a call from God to go to Africa. They raised support and moved to the 
needs in Africa the Lord showed them They noticed children, orphaned by AIDS walking the streets. So, they called others to 
their side and built an orphanage. 20 years later, Carol and Bob had established a place where about 200 orphans lived, grew, 
and learned about the Lord.  
 

Where did they get the strength for their song? They listened for the music. And practiced (among other scriptures and gospel), 
Philippians 4:4-6 “Rejoice in the Lord always. Again, I say Rejoice. Let all men know and perceive your unselfishness, The Lord 
is near. Do not fret or have anxiety about anything but in every circumstance and in everything, by prayer and petition with 
thanksgiving, continue to make your wants known to God”  
 

Sometimes we are quite good. Sometimes our pitch is off and we don't lift joy and harmony.  But we must listen for the song 
every day. We desire to make our lives a harmony so pure that Christ will know where to put us in the heavenly choir.  
May our church seek to make the melody Christ has given us as the Lord sings us to new places of ministry. Amen. 

Around our Church / Outreach ________ 

Barber & Theoharis to visit WA (from Northern Lights Reflections Newsletter) 

Calling all supporters: Join the Washington chapter of The Poor People’s Campaign for a statewide virtual rally on Saturday, 

April 23rd from 2:30-4 pm to hear from Dr. Liz Theoharis and Dr. William Barber II. 
 

From TPPC WA:   

Our campaign is coming together on April 23rd to hear from our Co-Chairs and from impacted leaders around the state why it is 

so important that we march together in Washington state, in Washington DC, and online for the Mass Poor People's and Low 

Wage Worker's Assembly and Moral March on Washington DC and to the polls June 18th!   
 

We will also hear from an honored guest: Claude Burfect, First Vice President of the Seattle King County NAACP. He will share 

with us why he joined the March on Washington in 1963, the challenges he 

overcame to get there, and why he will march again with the Washington 

State Poor People's Campaign on June 18th!  
 

Look for more information at  

actionnetwork.org/events/statewide-virtual-rally-with-dr-barber-and-dr-

theoharis 

https://actionnetwork.org/events/statewide-virtual-rally-with-dr-barber-and-dr-theoharis
https://actionnetwork.org/events/statewide-virtual-rally-with-dr-barber-and-dr-theoharis


Around our Church / Outreach ________ 

Backpack Brigade 
 

 

Dear friends at Bremerton First Christian,   
 

The Kitsap Great Give happened  
earlier this month. The whole 24 hours 
of giving was a wonderful display of 
community support and 2022-2023 
school years food budget is off to a 
great start. The Bremerton Backpack 
Brigade is grateful for the many ways you continue to made a  
difference.   
Thank you for your prayers for the children we serve. Thank you 
for your donations, both in dollars and volunteer hours. Thank 
you for telling friends and family about food insecurity, right here 
in our community, and mentioning the Brigade’s name, as a way 
they can help make a difference!    
The Brigade has a fun event coming up Saturday, May 21st, 
Armed Forces Day. We will be walking in the Bremerton parade 
that morning. If you’d like to join us, we’ll be pushing shopping 
carts full of (paper stuffed) backpacks. We’d love to have you 
join the fun.  Just let me know at: Bremertonbackpack 
brigade@gmail.com) We will have free tee shirts with our logo 
on them, for participants to wear in the parade and take home.   
Thank you again everyone, the Brigade is grateful for your 
support! 
 
 

Myra Battin, Director 
Bremerton Backpack Brigade 
bremertonbackpackbrigade@gmail.com.  
 

Council Highlights from April meeting 
Minutes from the January council and a  
special meeting in March were accepted as 
written. April 3rd congregational minutes were 
also approved. 
 

Finance Report – We ended up in the red 
through March due to cashing out Clint’s  
vacation time. Giving is also down. 
 

Old Business 
Property:  
**Work on the bell tower and sanctuary round windows repair 
process is still on-going. Dan will return to the Council for any 
additional funding that may be needed. 
**Painting on the outside of building needs to be done. 
 

Tech Updates: 
**Dave Myers and Jeremy went through the church and  
discussed future WIFI plans with Janet and Dan. The Tech team 
would like to move the Lecturn microphone to the communion 
table and purchase a lapel microphone along with one handheld  
microphone. Cost would be around $1500. This will take  
congregational approval. 
 

Search and Call: 
**Pastor Ken and his wife Tracy will be arriving April 26 to do 
some house hunting.  Ken will preach May 1.  We will be hosting 
a coffee hour following the service and need volunteers for  
set-up and clean-up.  
**Donna is working on the cost to buy a coffee pot for down-
stairs. 
 

New Business 
**Representatives for the Northern Lights Regional Assembly 
May 20-22 in Post Falls, Idaho are needed. If you can’t go in-
person, you can attend on-line. Cost is only $50. Please let  
Janis know if interested. Registration is due soon: northern-
lightsdisciples.org/2022-regional-assembly 
**We are looking for people to serve on the nominating commit-

tee. We need a chairperson (Sandi said yes), two other repre-

sentatives, an  Elder, Diaconate Chair and Worship Chair. 

March and YTD 
Designated Outreach Donations 

 

 Designated Outreach for March / Year-to-Date: 
Backpack Brigade: $65 / $495  

Benedict House: $310 / $330 

Bremerton Foodline: $525 / $1415 

Coffee Oasis: $210 / $220 

Congregational Needs: $100 / $300  

Drug Court Alumni: $50 / $50 

DMF Special Offerings: $0/ $200 

Helping Hands: $115 / $145  

Kitsap Rescue Mission: $0 / $100 

Salvation Army: $40 / $60 

Week of Compassion: $1245 / $2355 (a portion of this went to 
a special Ukraine offering, the rest to general giving) 

YWCA Alive: $50 / $50 
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We will be  
Closed on   
May 30th 

in  
observance 

of  
Memorial 

Day! 

mailto:Bremertonbackpackbrigade@gmail.com
mailto:Bremertonbackpackbrigade@gmail.com


Serving Schedule and Misc. News ________ 

Serving Schedule for May 2022 

Prayers of the People 
 
*Northern Lights Region  

*Members of our Faith Community: 

 Donna Altig ~ John & Christy Bristow 

 Evelyn Brittingham ~ Shirlee Curley 

 Orlaine Clifton ~ Susan Evans ~ Deloris Hall 

 Thelma Gurske-Taylor ~ Eileen Hendrickson 

 Angela Larson ~ Barbara Lee ~ Patti Lewis 

 Lisa Meiner ~ Bob Parker ~ Dean & Claudia Reeder 

 Lauretta Royal ~ Ardith Swartz 

 

 

Deaths 
Bernie Curley (91) passed away 
peacefully on April 23rd. Bernie  

and Shirlee have been long-time  

members of First Christian and  

active in the church. They have both 
experienced declining health over the years. We will miss 
Bernie and his quirky sense of humor.  
 

A Scottish Rite Memorial service will take place on Tuesday, 
May 3rd, 1:00 pm at the Masonic Temple on 5th and Warren, 
Bremerton.       

 

 
 

 
 

WELCOME 

May 1st 
 

Richard Heller 

May 8th 
 

Janis Castle 

May 15th 
 

Anita Johnson 

May 22nd 
 

Claudia Reeder 

May 29th 
 

Sandi Garrett 

ELDERS: 
Kristi Denis (month) 

C Mike Garrett 
S Sandra Kortum 

C Sandra Kortum 
S Howard Bever 

C Howard Bever 
S Janis Castle 

C Kristi Denis 
S Karen Sheflo 

C Karen Sheflo 
S Edi Parker 

SCRIPTURE 
READERS 

John Wallace Nancy Wallace Kat Burton Janet Bohnet Marva Lang 

MINISTRY/ 
COMMISSION:  

Howard Bever Janis Castle Anita Johnson Howard Bever Kristi Denis 

COMMUNION 
LEADER 

Ken Colman Kristi Denis Kristi Denis Donna Lathrop Dan Johnson 

PASTORAL 
PRAYER 

Janet Bohnet Howard Bever Dan Johnson Janis Castle Howard Bever 

COMMUNION PREP for May: Donna Lathrop   

COMMUNION SERVING for May: Joanne Zellinsky     

GREETING/ATTENDANCE for May: Mike Mosbarger   
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BIRTHDAYS 
  6 – Leslie Sampson 
14 – Connor Lee 
16 – Roberta Winslow 
17 – Claudia Reeder  
18 – Annie Lillie 
19 – Kay Adams     
21 – Nicholas Sampson 
25 – Helen Stoker     
27 – Marva Lang     
29 – Evelyn Brittingham    
30 – Margaret Brady     
31 – Janet Bohnet     
 

 ANNIVERSARIES 
 25 – Art & Janis Castle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

If we missed your name on the list above or you would like to be  
removed, please contact us at (360) 373-2444 or hello@ 
bremertondisciples.org to let us know.  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 
10:00a Opens 
10:30a Worship  
(Special guests, Rev. 
Ken & Tracy Colman) 
11:30a Fellowship  

3 
*1:00p Curley  
Memorial (Masonic 
Temple, Bremerton) 
1:00p Craft Group 
6:30p Elders (Z) 

4 
10:00a  Prayer Time 
(Z)  (New Time) 

5 
10:00a Women’s 
Bible Study  

 

6 
 
 
 

 
Closed 

7 2 

8  Mother’s Day 
 

10:00a Opens 
10:30a Worship  
11:30a Fellowship  
 
   

9 
 

10 
*10:00a  Brunch 
Bunch (Pancake 
House-West Brem.) 
1:00p Craft Group 
 
 
 

11 

10:00a Prayer Time 
(Z) 

 
 

12 
  

 

13 
*2:00p Memorial 
Service (Dave 
Salvesen) (Tahoma 
Cemetery-Kent) 
  
 

 
Closed 

14 

 

15 
 

10:00a Opens 
10:30a Worship  
11:30a Fellowship  
  
 
 

16 
 

17 
1:00p Craft Group 
 
 
 
 

 

18 
10:00a Prayer Time 
(Z) 

19 
 

 
 
 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Closed 

21 
 

22  
 

10:00a Opens 
10:30a Worship  
11:30a Fellowship  
  

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Newsletter Week 

24 

10:00a  Brunch 
Bunch (Pancake 
House-West Brem.) 
1:00p Craft Group 
 
 
 

 

 

25 
10:00a Prayer Time 
(Z) 

26 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Closed 

28 
 

29 
 

10:00a Opens 
10:30a Worship  
11:30a Fellowship  

 
 

30 

 

 
 
 

      
      Closed 

31 
1:00p Craft Group 

   
**Please submit articles and 
calendar items for the next  

newsletter by May 23rd. 

 
 

First Christian Church     
 

May 2022 
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Around Our Region _________ 

Reflections on the Journey  
A moment with Transitional Regional Minister, Rev. Sandy Messick  
 

Excuse me while I get a little policy wonky on you for a moment. I’ve been invited (recruited? Coerced?) into leading a team to review 
the Theological Foundations and Policies and Criteria for the Ordering of Ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) document 
lovingly known as TFPCOM. In case this name doesn’t ring a bell, this document was approved by the General Assembly in 2009, went 
into effect in 2011 and has been guiding the processes of ordination, commissioning, and ministerial standing across the denomination 
since then. If you’ve been ordained since then, you’ve encountered it as you had to demonstrate competency in the 16 Ministerial Areas 
of Practice. If you are a Commissioned Minister, you’ve been affected by it because prior to this document you would have been 
licensed instead. If you’ve retired and had to choose between being active retired and inactive retired, it’s because of TFPCOM. And if 
you’ve served on a Pastoral Search Committee or served as a reference and had to pick the top 4 areas of strength for a candidate out 
of 16 – you guessed it, TFPCOM!  
 

After more than a decade, there is awareness that this document needs some revision. But even more, there is awareness that ministry 
has changed and what it means to authorize a person for ministry has changed, and forms of ministry have changed. We’ve also  
become aware that while the document attempted to address inequities and implicit biases in our system, we have not always been 
successful. It’s time for a new look. And I don’t mean a simple rewrite.  
 

As with so many moments in our current church life, we find ourselves at an adaptive threshold that calls for a deeper look into our  
systems and practices. It’s not enough to tweak this policy around the edges. We need to wrestle with the system itself and how it can 
adapt to and address a changing ministry landscape. Adaptive change (as opposed to technical fixes) requires us to struggle with the 
questions themselves and to recognize that there are not obvious answers. We will need to try new things and experiment and stay  
curious as we try to fashion a new structure that can provide shape while still allowing flexibility. It’s a bit of a daunting task. But even 
more….  
 

It’s not the only adaptive change out there. The church as a whole is in an adaptive change moment. We have been for years 
(decades?) but COVID made it more obvious. The past is past, and the future is unclear and how we’ve always done things doesn’t 
work anymore but we don’t know what the new things are. And while the mission of the church, to be and to share the good news of 
Jesus Christ, to make disciples, to feed the hungry and free the oppressed, while those things haven’t changed, how we understand 
them and live into them has changed. Our context today calls for new thinking, a spirit of experimentation and a whole lot of faith: in 
God, in ourselves and in each other.  
 

Last Sunday we celebrated Easter. What an adaptive moment that was! God moved in a whole new way that no one expected and it 
changed the world and birthed the church. May God move in us as well, bringing forth new life, stepping out in new ways, sharing a 
message of hope, promise, and possibility.  
 

Blessings dear friends,  
Sandy   

 

Imagine a World with More video and preaching resource 
Imagine a world with more. More compassion. More hope. More justice. More of God’s limitless love, ignited in 
our communities. The church is in a season of imagining anew how we do ministry, worship, care for one  
another, and connect with our communities in impactful ways. We are imagining what it means to be God’s 
people, to study scripture, to proclaim the resurrection of Jesus Christ in this new world. Often our communities 
get caught in a vision of scarcity— what if there is not enough? What if we are not enough?  
Instead the Imagine a World with More… video resources and sermon series invites communities to ask—what if we imagined a world 
with MORE? What if we imagined a world in which God’s love was limitless? A world where there was more hope, more love, more  
connection? Included in this resource is a video to use in worship and on social media to promote your sermon series in both Spanish 
and English. You can customize the video end plate to reflect your congregation’s branding. There is also a 6-week sermon series guide 
with scripture, reflection questions and stories from across the church. You are invited to share how you use this resource by tagging the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) on social media or using hashtags #ccdoc and #ImagineMore. You can find and tag us on Face-
book, Instagram, Twitter, and LinkedIn. This resource is brought to you by Disciples Mission Fund. disciples.org/imagine-a-world-with
-more.  

Northern Lights Reflections 
 

Articles included in Around Our Region are taken in full or in part from the  
Northern Lights Reflections Newsletter and other regional sources. 
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Around Our Region _________ 

Regional Assembly News and Notes 
Northern Lights Regional Assembly,  
May 20-22 
 

It’s almost here! In less than a 
month we will gather for our first in-
person Northern Lights Regional 
Assembly. Over the past number of 
newsletters we’ve lifted up the 
theme, speakers, workshops and 
location of our gathering. You can 
review that information on the regional website: northern-
lightsdisciples.org/2022-regional-assembly. This month we are 
sharing some extra news you can use in preparation for this very 
special event.  
 

Registration Deadline is Approaching Quickly!  
Registrations must be received for in-person attendance by May 
5th in order to give accurate meal numbers to the caterer.  
Registrations for online attendance will be available through May 
19th .  
 

Hotel rooms may be limited! If you haven’t booked your room at 
Templin’s Resort, don’t wait! Call 208-773-1611 and ask for the 
Northern Lights rate. We have added rooms to our reservation 
block but the hotel may still sell out of rooms prior to assembly. 
Currently only Riverview rooms are available. There are other  
hotels in the area but we do not have special rate guarantees with 
them. Check our webpage under Where to Stay for information. If 
you need to look beyond Templin’s, we suggest hotels in Post 
Falls or Coeur d’Alene, ID or Liberty Lake or Spokane Valley, WA. 
Hotels in these areas would be within a reasonable drive of the 
assembly hotel.  
 

Anti-Racism Training - May 20 
Clergy in need of anti-racism training, don't forget to register for the 
in-person training on May 20th. Registrations must be received by 
May 6th. More information at northernlightsdisciples.org/clergy-
boundaries-arpr-training  
 

Special Offerings at Regional Assembly  
We will receive two special offerings during our time. On Friday 
evening we’ll receive an offering for the Salish School, salish-
schoolofspokane.org. This school strives to keep the Salish  
language and culture alive while caring for children in the Spokane 
area. In Sunday worship we’ll receive a special offering for the 
Annual Fund of the Northern Lights Region. The Annual Fund  
receives donations all year and supports ministries to and with our 
congregations and pastors.  
 

All Assembly Choir:  
We will have an Assembly Choir for Sunday worship. The  
anthem will be “For Everyone Born” by Shirley Erena Murray.  
Music will be available at the assembly and we will practice  
Saturday afternoon. You can become familiar with the beautiful 
anthem here: youtube.com/watch?v=tqpdZq6TAfo   
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Regional Minister Search Team Listening Session:  
On Sunday morning prior to worship there will be a listening 
session hosted by the Regional Minister Search Committee to 
hear your thoughts on where we are as a region and what gifts 
and skills we may need in our next Regional  
Minister.  
 

Special Moments in the Sunday Morning Worship:  
In addition to the Assembly Choir and preaching by Rev. 
Sandy Messick, we will have several other special moments 
during the worship service. We will install our new officers for 
the next biennium, commission the Regional Minister Search 
Committee, and participate in a Liturgy of Farewell for our 
Regional Minister led by Rev. Belva Brown Jordan, Moderator 
of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ.)  
 

 

 

Pastoral Transitions: Please hold these 

congregations and pastors in prayer  
First Christian, Helena, MT – Rev. Laura Jean Allen has 

completed her ministry as of Easter Sunday. The congregation 

is working on their next steps.  

United Church, Moscow, ID – Rev. Jodie Tooley is set to 

retire at the end of April. Rev. Dr. Ron Greene will be serving 

as Interim Minister beginning in May.  

Queen Anne CC, Seattle, WA – Rev. Luke Sumner will be 

transitioning to a full-time position with Aurora Commons 

Community Center at the end of April. The congregation is 

considering its next steps.  

Opportunity CC, Spokane Valley, WA – Rev. Dr. John 

Loucks will be retiring May 8. The congregation is considering 

candidates for their interim.  

First Christian, Bellingham, WA – Revs. Gary Shoemaker 

and Tamalyn Kralman will be retiring the end of May. The  

congregation is interviewing candidates for interim.  

First Christian, Bremerton, WA – Following the departure of 

Rev. Clint Collins in February, the congregation has called 

Rev. Ken Colman to be Interim Pastor starting this summer.  

Journey CC, Seattle, WA – Following the retirement of Rev. 

Dr. Sacia Vik at the end of February, the congregation has 

called Rev. Susanna Orensky to be their new pastor starting 

this summer.  

Legacy Congregations: It is with sadness and gratitude that 

we announce the formal closing of two congregations: Lacey 

Community Church and First Christian, Mount Vernon, both in 

Washington. We give thanks for their ministries through the 

years and for the legacy gifts they have given to the Northern 

Lights Region that will be used to support our work across the 

region.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“First Christian Church is a community of believers seeking to share 
the Good News of God’s redeeming love through Jesus Christ with all 
persons, through care of and service to the congregation, the Kitsap 
Peninsula, and the world.” 
 

 
 

SUNDAY IN-PERSON & ZOOM WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
     
  10:00 AM - PRE-WORSHIP FELLOWSHIP 
  10:30 AM - WORSHIP 
  11:30 AM - FELLOWSHIP 

  

 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
(Disciples of Christ) 
811 VENETA AVENUE 
BREMERTON, WA  98337-1398 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

  
During the process of searching for an  

Interim Pastor, if you need to meet 
with someone for Pastoral Care, 
please contact your Elder or the 

church office to schedule an  
appointment.  

 
 

Church Phone/email: 
360.373.2444 

hello@bremertondisciples.org 

 
 

Church Staff 
 
Interim Pastor - Ken Colman (begins 
June 20th)  
  

Renae Schweiger: Office Administrator 
 

Wendy Morningred: Pianist 
 

Jeremy Bohnet: Audio-Visual 
 

Samantha Diemert: Nursery Volunteer 
 

Larry Chapman: Janitor 


